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Can you pick out a pivotal moment or decision in your life that has had profound effect on the rest of your life?

Maybe there are several of them. Something had happened, a situation took place, a challenge was faced, a struggle you had to face but it was a pivotal moment in your life that has had a profound, resounding and lasting effect on your life.

Many of us have had moments like this, moment when you are called to make a decision. It might be a moment when you are called into action.

I had one of those moments in my junior year in high school. My friend Dean and I were hanging out one day and he suggested that we go to the Navy recruiter’s office. 

The next thing I know is that I was signed up and headed to boot camp after graduating from high school. That was a pivotal moment in my life.

In some pivotal moments we make good choices, sometimes not so good. We can’t go back and change the decisions we have already made in life but we can learn from them.

We can learn to make better decisions in the future. This morning we are going to look at just such a pivotal moment.

If you would, go ahead and turn in your Bibles to the book of Esther; Esther chapter 1 and verse 1.

Remember last week. In keeping with the promises that God had given His people through the prophets, the Jews who had been taken into exile by the Babylonians had been set free to return to Jerusalem in order to rebuild the temple.

Some 50,000 Jews returned to the Promised Land and had rebuilt the temple of God and rebuilt the altar where sacrifices and worship of God could take place again.

Much of this restoration and rebuilding is recorded in the first six chapters of the book of Ezra, which we looked at last week. 

The last half of the book of Ezra, chapter 7-10, records a second wave of Jews who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. 

The first wave to return physically restored the temple. In the second wave of Jews to return bring spiritual revival to the people.

The story of Ester takes place in between chapters 6 and 7 of Ezra. Not with the Jews who returned from exile, but with the Jews who remained in Babylon. Well it is no longer under Babylonia control because they had been taken over by the Persian Empire.

Let’s pick up at the beginning here in Esther 1:1. 

This is what happened during the time of Xerxes…now some translations use the name Ahasuerus. Ahasuerus or Xerxes is the same name. It would be like in English my name is Michael but in Spanish it is Miguel. 

This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 127 provinces stretching from India to Cush: 

The Persian Empire stretched the Indus Valley (now Pakistan) to the land just south of Egypt or what is now northern Sudan.
2 At that time King Xerxes reigned from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, 

Susa was one of three main capitals in the Persian Empire and often served as the winter palace. It was located near what is today Baghdad.

3 and in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. The military leaders of Persia and Media, the princes, and the nobles of the provinces were present. 
 
Historians tell us that Xerxes was a pretty good king. The Persian Empire flourished under his rule. 

It is said that he was capable of both generous nobility and diabolical cruelty. He could be both meticulously cautious thoughtlessly rash.

He was kind of this good king bad king guy. You just never knew which king was going to show up.

In fact, to illustrate this he had a rule. If anyone approached the king, who had not been summoned, on the spur of the moment Xerxes would decide your fate. 

If he was in a good mood, no problem, he would rise his golden scepter and welcomed you into his presence. 

On the other hand, if the bad king showed up that day and he turned his back on you, or just ignored you, you would be taken out immediately and killed.

Could you imagine living in a time where everything was determined by the king? The king had absolute power and authority over life and death and everything in between.

And the king was subject to major mood swings! I can just see everyone in the kings court walking around on eggshells all the time trying to do everything they can to keep the king happy and to make sure nothing or no one sets him off.

In opening verses of Esther we see that at the end of this 6 month long celebration celebrating the king and his accomplishments Xerxes throws himself a big banquet and invites all the right people, all the leaders and noblemen, and military leaders.

This is not just some little get together. This was a seven day banquet extravaganza. All of the best was brought out, the best dishes, the best food, the best wine; the best the king had was used to show off before his leaders.

Then at the end of the seven day banquet the king decides to show off his wife Queen Vashti. She was throwing her own banquet for the wives of the noble men who had come for the celebration. 

The king and his guest were all drunk. They had been in the man cave partying for 7 day.

Then in Esther 1:11 the king sends his servants telling the “ to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at.” 

This was a pivotal moment for the Queen. You see, Hebrew tradition tells us that that when Vashti was told to come to the king wearing the crown that in fact that was ALL she was to be wearing.

The queen, fearing what might happen to her if she was too appeared before these drunken men, refused to come.

And of course this infuriated the king. He was embarrassed in front of his men.

If his wife wouldn’t obey him how could expect these men to follow him either. So he consults with the experts of the law.

His advisors made it clear; you’ve got to act now! 

If the queen doesn’t obey the king then what hope do the rest of the men in the kingdom have in making their wives obey them?

So following the advice of his counselors, the queen is removed from her position. Then the king issues an edict that all the women will respect their husbands.

Then in chapter 2 we are told that the king’s anger subsides and starts to remember Queen Vashti, her beauty, her love. 

So to keep the king from going back on his decree and taking Vashti back which would cause him to lose honor in his kingdom the king’s advisors came up with a plan.

In chapter 2 starting in verse 2 we read “Then the king's personal attendants proposed, "Let a search be made for beautiful young virgins for the king. 

3 Let the king appoint commissioners in every province of his realm to bring all these beautiful girls into the harem at the citadel of Susa. 

Let them be placed under the care of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let beauty treatments be given to them. 

4 Then let the girl who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti." This advice appealed to the king, and he followed it. 
Now the king’s power was absolute. So if he orders your daughter to be given over to the king you have to give her. This is especially true if you are an alien, a foreigner from a conquered land. You had no rights.

So that’s the backdrop, the setting of the sort of Esther. We are now introduced to the true hero and heroine of the book. 

First there is Mordecai who is a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin.

And then in 2:7 we are told that “Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.” 

Esther is taken by the king’s men to the palace and put under the care of Hegai who was in charge of the king’s harem. Hegai is pleased with Esther and begins immediately in preparing her to meet with the king.

This included a full year long trip to the spa! There might be some ladies here wondering how they can sign up for this.

During this time of preparation Esther follow’s Mordecai’s instruction to keep her family and nationality a secret.

And every day Mordecai goes out the courtyard near the harem where he walks back and forth hopping to hear some news of how Esther is doing.

When Esther’s turn to spend the night with the king came she won him over. It was love at first sight!

We are told in Esther 2:17 “Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. 

So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.”

Now unlike the fairytales that’s not the end of the story. They don’t just slip off and live happily ever after.

One day Mordecai was sitting in the king’s gate. The king’s gate was the place where commercial and legal matters were conducted. 

Mordecai’s presence there tells us that he held an important position in the community, probably in the legal system.

Well one day he’s there minding his own business and he overhears two men plotting to kill the king. So Mordecai decides to get word to Esther.

Ester then gets world to the king and gives credit to Mordecai for exposing the plot.

So in Esther 2:23 we read; “And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials were hanged on a gallows. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king.”

So we have our hero and heron of the story; Mordecai and Esther. But what is a good story without the antagonist, the Simon Legree we love to hiss at when he steps out onto the stage? He name is Haman.

Chapter three opens 3:1 begins by saying “After these events”. After foiling the plot to assistant the king, there seem to be open position in the government. 

Apparently one of the two men who had planned to kill the king was his number two man.

So Xerxes needs to appoint a new number two man to run things and 3:1 goes on to read: “…King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. 

2 All the royal officials at the king's gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. 

But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 

Apparently Haman claimed some sort of divine honors, as did the Persian kings. So as a faithful Jew, Mordecai made a decision. He could not give such honor to a man. He would bow to God alone.

Haman was so outraged by this that killing Mordecai would not be enough. So Haman comes up with this plan to kill Mordecai and all of his people the Jews too.

Keep in mind also that we are told that Haman was the son of Hammedatha who was an Agagite. 

Jewish tradition holds that Haman was a decedent of Agag the king.

One of the kings that Saul was supposed to kill was Agag the king of the Amalekites. We find this story back in 1 Samuel chapter 15.

But Saul did not kill the king. That was one of his acts of disobedience that would lead to his losing his place as king of Israel.

In the end the prophet Samuel had to kill Agag. But because of Saul’s delay others may have survived and escaped into Persia. And one of those survivors was in fact the ancestor of Haman who now is seeking to kill all the Jews in the Persian Empire in part to get even for what that did to his ancestors. 

So Haman, now in this position of power, hates the Jews. And this one Jew, Mordecai refuses to bow down before him it is too much.

So Haman comes up with this plan to kill Mordecai and all the Jews. And he calls together all the astrologers and magicians to cast the lot to determine which day of the year would be best to bring destruction to the Jews.

With the date set Haman goes to the king and in Esther 3:8-9 we read: “Then Haman said to King Xerxes, "There is a certain people dispersed and scattered among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose customs are different from those of all other people and who do not obey the king's laws; it is not in the king's best interest to tolerate them. 

9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will put ten thousand talents of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out this business." 

In essence Haman bribes the king with what works out to be somewhere in the neighborhood of 375 tons of silver. That about $363,565,060 in today’s market.

Basically Haman anticipated getting more than that from the plunder he took from the Jews after he killed them all.

The king hears Haman out and then tells him in Esther 3 starting in verse10: “So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 

11 "Keep the money," the king said to Haman, "and do with the people as you please." 


12 Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province and in the language of each people all Haman's orders to the king's satraps, the governors of the various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. 

These were written in the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 

13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews--young and old, women and little children--on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods.

In chapter 4, Mordecai who is sitting at the king’s gate hears about what Haman has done. Overcome with grief and remorse he tears his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes. 

These are all signs of his brokenness and his humility before God as he cries out wailing loudly and bitterly.

The Jews throughout the land humbled themselves as they fasted. And many of them put on sackcloth and ashes as well.

When Esther hears about how Mordecai is morning and fasting she sends word to him to find out what is the matter.

And Mordecai sends word back telling her that because of the king’s new law all of the Jewish people were going to be killed.

But he goes on to tell her that you are the queen Esther and you have to do something about this. 

Esther responds back say look it’s been 30 days since the king last called for me. If I go before the king without him first calling for me I could die! Don’t you remember what happened to Vashti?

So in Esther 4:13 when Mordecai heard Easter’s reply “he sent back this answer: "Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 

14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”" (This is the key verse to the book of Esther.)

So Esther thinks about this for a few days and then she sends word back to Mordecai. We read her response in Esther 4:16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. 

Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”

My faith and my fate lie in God’s hand not the kings.

Then on the third days Xerxes is sitting on his throne holding court. And Esther comes into the place and stands in outer court.

When Xerxes sees her he invites her in and says to her ask whatever you want, up to half my kingdom and it is yours.

She says well what I really want, more than anything else is for you to come home from work a little early and share a meal with me. And, oh by the way, bring Haman, your number two guy with you too.

Xerxes sends word to Haman that he is to share a meal with Xerxes and the queen today. So Haman is really excited. What an honor, to share a privet meal with the king and the queen.

Esther prepares this wonderful meal for the king and Haman and serves it to them and they had a wonderful time. 

The king is happy and content and then once again he says to Esther, what do you want? Up to half my kingdom, all you have to do is ask for it and it is yours. What do you want my queen?

Then Esther says to the king that if he and Haman would come again the next day, and share another meal with her, then she would make her request known.

Well when Haman left there on top of the world! A privet audience with the king and queen, not once but two days in a row, could it get any better than that!?

On his way home Haman walks through the city gates. He’s probably been bragging to everyone he’s met along the way telling them all about the meal that the queen had made.

And then he passes Mordecai, the Jew. And Mordecai neither rose nor showed fear in his presence. 

That was the last time that was going to happen. That night Haman’s friends and his wife said look, in the morning have a gallows built-80 feet high. Then tomorrow, when you are having lunch with the king and queen ask the king to have Mordecai hanged.

Well that night the king couldn’t sleep. So he thought that he would have someone come in and read to him and he would be able to fall asleep.

So someone comes to him all the board minutes from the last 10 years, I mean from the book of the chronicles, the record of his reign.

And while they are readying they come along the story of how Mordecai saved the kings life by exposing the plot to assonate him. 

Then the king asks the scribe what has been done to honor and thank Mordecai for what he did. The scribe checks and says that nothing has ever been done for Mordecai.

With that the king asks who is in the court, and just then Haman has just entered. So he calls for Haman.

Then in Esther 6:6 we read that: “When Haman entered, the king asked him, "What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?" 

Now Haman thought to himself, "Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?" 

7 So he answered the king, "For the man the king delights to honor, 8 have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head. 

9 Then let the robe and horse be entrusted to one of the king's most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, 'This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!'" 

With that the king ordered Haman to go and get Mordecai and do for him all that he has said. As Randy Frazee says, Haman was modified!

After parading Mordecai all around town he Haman runs home and tells his wife and his advisors what had happened.
What was he going to do? He certainly couldn’t ask the king to hang the man whom he had so honored.

About that time the king’s servants show up to take Haman to have a meal with the king and Queen Esther.

While they were eating and drink the king once again asked Esther what is it she wants? Up to half my kingdom, just name it and it is yours.

Then Esther says to him in Esther 7:3: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life--this is my petition. And spare my people--this is my request. 

4 For I and my people have been sold for destruction and slaughter and annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king." 

Then in verse 5: “King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, "Who is he? Where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?" 

At this point you can almost feel Haman squirming as he looks around for the nearest exit.

In verse 6: “Esther said, "The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman.”

Haman knows his fate is sealed. But the king in his rage got up and went out into the garden to gather his thoughts.

Haman gets up to go to Esther the queen to beg for his life. And as the king is coming back in Haman trips and falls and it looks like he is making advance on the queen.

So the king orders Haman hang on the very gallows that he had had built to hang Mordecai.

Then the king gives Haman’s estate to Esther and he gives Mordecai Haman’s position in the kingdom. 

But Esther reminds the king that there is still a law on the books that will allow the people of the land to kill and plunder the Jews. And because it was sealed with the king’s ring it cannot be changed.

So the king tells Mordecai whatever he comes up with, whatever seems best for you, seal it with the kings ring and it too will be law.

So the royal secretaries are called and they wrote out all that Mordecai ordered and sent the new decree throughout the land.

So in essence this new decree allowed the Jews to arm themselves from the king’s armory and to defend themselves when they are attacked.

So all the government officials throughout the land heard this they decided that they didn’t want to upset the king or Mordecai the new second in command so they decided to side with the Jews.

So on the 13th day of the 12th month when the Jewish people were attacked by Haman’s henchmen the Jews were victorious in defending themselves and God blessed His people

As a result of their victory Mordecai wrote a law that said that every Jewish person from that day forward should celebrate this great event every year. 

This event should be celebrated as a celebration of God saving his people and what Esther did. That celebration is called the Feast of Purim. 

The word Purim comes from the Old Persian word for lot or dice. 

This reminds us of the lot that Haman cast to determine the day that the Jews were to be killed. 

Purim is a joyful celebration of thanksgiving for Esther’s courageous acts and God’s faithfulness. This year it will be celebrated from sundown March 7 to sundown March 8.

Well Esther faced her pivotal moment. What would she do?

One of the interesting facts about book of Esther is that it is the only book in the Bible that does not mention the name of God.

But God shows up on every page!

The key verse where Mordecai says to Esther “And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this,” shows God’s sovereignty, and faithfulness.

And did you notice through the story of Esther how God was weaving all of it together like a fine piece of music? 

God wove together this instance and this instance and that happenstance, even all the way back to the time of Saul’s sin with King Agag. 

God is weaving together in his upper story with what looks like in our lower story seemingly random and unrelated events. 

He makes it all come together in the end. 

God is accomplishing His story in our lives, even when we don’t see him. His “name” may not be written in this book but his fingerprints are all over the place.

The book of Esther does not have any direct communication from God. 

No commands are given, no warnings from a prophet. Not only is God’s name not mentioned but there is no direct reference to prayer, though it could be implied through the fasting.

It sounds like the book of Esther parallels the days we live in now.

Esther faced a king who had the power to kill without notice or provocation but she knew where the real power lies.

She fasted, and prayed for three days because she knew that confronting the king, Haman and the situation depended on the will of God.

Mordecai refused to bow to the 2nd most powerful man in the kingdom because Mordecai knew only one real source of power and only one being worthy of fearing.

Esther saved the Jews. Her story teaches us a few vital lessons

1. There is a preparation time.
She allowed herself to be prepared for the task. God’s preparation time can sometimes be long and uneventful. 

Moses spent 40 years in the desert looking after sheep before coming to deliver the Israelites. The refining of our characters is very essential to God's plan for our life. God cannot use a proud woman (or man).

2. We need the favor of God.
Esther found favor with the King and so did Mordecai. Even Jesus grew in favor with God and man (Luke 2:52). 

When you live a life pleasing to God, by obeying His will you will find favor with Him. God will also give you favor with people.

3. God works in His own time and season.
Esther also got her timing right. Maybe God has put it on your heart to do something for Him. 

Don’t just jump into it but wait for his time. Joseph was in jail until it was God’s time for him to be released. 

God will move in His time when we remain faithful and alert to His leading.

4. Your background does not hinder your future with God.
Esther was an orphan. God still exalted her and used her. Some of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen, tax collectors and one was a doctor. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your background does not determine what God can do with you. 

Your faith does. 

18

